SCRIPTURE – LUKE 1:26-38
THE CATECHISM

The Creed: The Second Article

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
What does this mean? 
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.

This is most certainly true.

CATECHISM DEFINITIONS
Incarnation – That the Son of God took on human flesh and became man in His conception, so that there is a union of the divine person of the Son of God with the human nature.

Christ (or Messiah) – The title given to Jesus that means “Anointed One” and the fulfiller of the entire Old Testament.  This title encompasses every designation for the promised Savior: Seed of Woman, Son of the Promise, Son of David, Anointed One, King, Mediator, High Priest, Prophet, Head Shepherd, Suffering Servant, Lamb of God, etc.”

The humiliation of Christ – That the Son of God kept His divine majesty hidden and, as an obedient servant, submitted Himself to every human limitation in a fallen world.
Source: Lutheran Catechesis, Catechist Edition by Peter Bender.  Concordia Catechetical Academy, 2011
HYMN

O, Morning Star (St. 1)
O Morning Star, how fair and bright! 

You shine with God's own truth and light, 

Aglow with grace and mercy!

Of Jacob's race, King David's Son

Our Lord and Master, You have won

Our hearts to serve you only

Lowly, holy! Great and glorious,

All victorious, Rich in blessing

Rule and might o'er all possessing

PERSON OF THE REFORMATION

Albrecht, Archbishop of Mainz (1490-1545)
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Luther said this about Albrecht, “It’s all the fault of the man at Mainz, who was tricked by his own cleverness with which he wanted to suppress my doctrine and to save his money which he’d sought through indulgences.”

Albrecht (also called Albert of Brandenburg) was born June 28, 1490, the younger son of John Cicero, Elector of Brandenburg. In 1513 he became Archbishop of Magdeburg, but one year later, in 1514, he sought to become the elector and archbishop of Mainz. Church law forbade the holding of more than one diocese, so Albrecht turned to Pope Leo X for an exception. Albrecht took out a loan from the banking house of Fugger and used it to make a large contribution toward the rebuilding of St. Peter’s Basilica.
On March 15, 1517, Pope Leo X declared a special jubilee indulgence that would be sold in Germany at the request of Albrecht, Archbishop of Mainz, to help pay for the reconstruction of St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. Half of the proceeds would go to the Pope, and the other half to Albrecht to repay the Fugger bankers. But Albrecht needed a salesman who could really push the indulgences. He recruited a priest named Johannes Tetzel.  As Tetzel was preaching among the public, the Fuggers had representatives present to collect their share.
The 95 Theses were quite specifically addressed to Albrecht in a respectful manner.  Luther did not originally intend them for the public.  Albrecht, however, ignored it.  This was the case for much of Albrecht’s life as a churchman – he ignored things in which he did not think affected him personally.   More specifically, he was interested in his money and influence to the detriment for public discourse and debate about the Church and Christ’s teaching.  Luther called indulgences Albrecht’s “false god.”  His consistent ignoring of issues affecting the church and territory led to a general lack of respect for him by the public.  The few times he tried to intervene, it was always too late and he found his influence gone.   His influence among the people was virtually non-existent near his death.

Source: “The Reformation Twelve” by Lutheran Hour Ministries, https://www.lhm.org/studies/downloadfile.asp?id=2883,2884,2885,2886,2887,2888,2889,2891,2892,2893,2898,2899 & http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/encyc01.html?term=Albert%20of%20Brandenburg
WALKING THROUGH THE LITURGY

Gloria In Excelsis ~ Latin for “Glory to God in the Highest” (Luke 2:14; John 1:29; Romans 8:34)
 Glory be to God on high and on earth peace, good will toward men.  We praise you, we bless you, we worship you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory.  O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.  O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, who takes away the sin of the world, have mercy; who takes away the sin of the world, receive our prayer, who sits at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy.  For you only are holy; you only are the Lord; you only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Source: Worshipping and Angels and Archangels, 

https://www.cph.org/p-1758-Worshiping-with-Angels-and-Archangels.aspx

