SCRIPTURE – GENESIS 2:7-25

THE CATECHISM

The Creed: The First Article
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. (Pre+)

What does this mean?
    1 - I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them.
    2- He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. (1st+)

3 - He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. 
4 - He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil.
 - All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me.  

   6 - For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.
    This is most certainly true. (2nd+)

CATECHISM DEFINITIONS

​The order of creation – Mankind was created by God in two genders, male and female: the man was created first from the dust of the ground and the woman was created from the rib in man’s side.  This shows an order of this relationship of love between two different individuals, a uniqueness of each person, and the corporate and dependent nature of their relationship.  “The head of every man is Christ, the head of a wife is her husband, and the head of Christ is God” (1 Corinthians 11:3)
Man – Created to bear God’s image in the world especially as husband and father.

Woman – Created to bear God’s image especially as wife and mother.  
Source: Lutheran Catechesis, Catechist Edition by Peter Bender.  Concordia Catechetical Academy, 2011
HYMN

Savior of the Nations Come (St. 3-4)

Here a maid was found with child, 

Yet remained a virgin mild.

In her womb this truth was shown:

God was there upon His throne

Then stepped forth the Lord of all

From His pure and kingly hall;

God of God, yet fully man,

His heroic course began.

PERSON OF THE REFORMATION

Johann von Staupitz (1406-1524)
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No one was more instrumental in leading Luther to where he would discover God’s free grace through Jesus Christ than his supervisor in the Augustinian Order, Johann von Staupitz. Of him Luther said, “If it had not been for Dr. Staupitz, I should have sunk in hell. ” Staupitz heard Luther’s confessions, and advised him through his spiritual struggles. When he recommended that Luther become a professor at the university in Wittenberg, he not only channeled Luther’s amazing intellect and strong scruples, he directed him to the place where Luther would find the peace he had been desperately seeking. 
His birth date is unknown, but Staupitz grew up in the town of Motterwitz in Saxony. One of his childhood friends would turn out to be Luther’s future Protector, Frederick the Wise. 
In 1485 Staupitz was accepted into the Augustinian Order in Munich. In 1500 he was made doctor of theology. In 1502 Frederick the Wise, Elector of Saxony, started a small university in Wittenberg, Germany. He chose his childhood friend Staupitz to be professor of the Bible, and dean of the theology faculty. At this same time, Staupitz was also the abbot of the Augustinian Monastery in Erfurt. In 1503 Staupitz was named vicar-general of the Reformed Congregation of the Hermits of St. Augustinian. 
Luther’s relationship with Staupitz began in 1507. He noted Luther’s powerful intellect, and his scrupulous conscience. He became Luther’s confessor. Noticing that Luther confessed the same sins repeatedly to quiet his guilty conscience, Staupitz sent Luther to Rome in 1510 to help with a controversy within the Augustinian Order. He hoped the experience would set things straight with Luther’s soul. It didn’t.
By 1512 Staupitz knew he did not have time for both of his positions, so he chose Martin Luther as his replacement for professor of Bible at the university. He reasoned that Luther would be so busy he wouldn’t have time for his incessant self-examination. Staupitz convinced Frederick to pay for Luther’s doctorate provided that Luther remained at Wittenberg for the rest of his life. Two days after Luther received his doctorate, he took Staupitz’ post as professor of Bible. 
Staupitz continued to listen to Luther’s confessions. He finally told Luther that he, too, had confessed daily and resolved to be devout, but then realized that every day he failed. He told Luther that repentance begins with the love of God. Later Luther wrote a letter to Staupitz telling him that the simple formula that repentance begins with the love of God suddenly opened his mind: 
“These words stuck in me like some sharp and mighty arrow, and I began from that time onward to look up what the Scriptures teach about penitence.” 
It was as a professor at Wittenberg that Luther reached the conclusion that salvation was by God’s grace, without our works. While Luther tried to figure out what all that meant, his attention was drawn to something going on across the river.
While Luther was pastor of the City Church in Wittenberg, he noticed fewer members were coming to confession. Then some began bringing him plenary indulgences they had bought from a monk named Johann Tetzel. Luther was outraged at the preposterous claims being made about these indulgences. But who was behind them?

Source: “The Reformation Twelve” by Lutheran Hour Ministries, https://www.lhm.org/studies/downloadfile.asp?id=2883,2884,2885,2886,2887,2888,2889,2891,2892,2893,2898,2899

More information: http://reformation500.csl.edu/bio/johann-von-staupitz/
WALKING THROUGH THE LITURGY

Confession and Absolution

Source: Worshipping and Angels and Archangels, 

https://www.cph.org/p-1758-Worshiping-with-Angels-and-Archangels.aspx

